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CLAIM TO SURFACE WATER RIGHT
The claimant(s) listed below submit(s) this Claim to Surface Water Right for a water

right that was not depicted or described in the 2015 Cow Creek Watershed Hydrographic Survey:

1. Claimant(s) name(s) and contact information:
Claimant 1 Claimant 2
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6. Period of use:
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Richard & Laura Roybal

1486 Forest Road 92

P. O. Box 218

Pecos, NM 87552-0218
manzanarescreeklodge@gmail.com

June 18, 2025

New Mexico State Engineer

Paul Bossert, Special Assistant Attorney General
Meghan Thomas, Special Assistant Attorney General
Office of the State Engineer

130 South Capitol Street

Concha Ortiz Y Pino Building

P. O. Box 25102

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-5102

Fifth Judicial District, County of Chaves
400 N Virginia Ave

Roswell, NM 88201

State of New Mexico and

Pecos Valley Artesian Conservancy District

Re: Upper Cow Creek Water Litigation
To the State Engineer and all Attorneys:

Despite the fact that we have been involved in litigation concerning the existence of stock ponds
on our ranch for several years, we have been informed that we need to prove seniority or need
for the ponds to the new State Engineer, presumably because all the old records were lost.

The ranch which we currently own is listed on USGS-USDA Forest Service Maps as “Emerson
Ranch.” It can be found on these maps north of the “Honey Boy Ranch” and south of Valle de la
Osha. On these maps, you will find three stock ponds drawn on the ranch, the larger one dating
back several decades, the two smaller ones — one in the north of the ranch, and one in a valley
known as the “Atascoso” — are much older. The larger pond (listed on the 2015 Cow Creek
Watershed Hydrographic Survey as “Roybal Pond 17) was built 33 years ago, just prior to the
building of the Manzanares Creek Lodge. Besides a watering place for stock, it was also
designed to be a source of enjoyment and recreation for persons staying at the Lodge. Removing
it would be a serious detriment to the Lodge as a source of income, reducing it so much that
taxes would be considerably greater than any income that could be obtained from the short-term
rentals.

A photocopy of a section of the 2002 USGS-USDA Forest Service map is attached. You can see
the accuracy of these maps by the fact that the Atascoso pond (Roybal Pond 3)is not pictured on



this particular map. The pond was completely silted in by the floods following the 2000 Viveash
fire in the region, and had not been dug back out at the time this was published. Obviously, these
ponds are not deep if they can be filled completely by silt due to flooding.

Please note also that because these ponds caught much of the flood waters in 2000, a
considerable amount of ash and silt never went farther down into the Cow Creek water system.
In other words, they assisted, in their small part, in flood control. These three ponds are filled by
heavy spring runoff. Even in relatively wet years, all the streams in this area, including the ones
that feed into our ponds — Atascoso Creek and spring-only run off — dry up completely in the
mid- to late-summer and early fall, leaving these three ponds as the only water source available
in this area not only for livestock, but for wildlife as well. Our ranch hosts literally hundreds of
deer and elk throughout the year, animals that would have to migrate a considerable distance to
find water if the ponds were not here. Besides deer and elk, we are home to turkeys, bobcats,
bears, lions, and many nocturnal species we see only through their footprints at the edge of the
water. Wild ducks pause in the ponds on their migrations, and often stay to nest, as do wild
geese, as well as smaller bird species such as red-wing blackbirds, swallows and even bats.
Cranes and herons visit the ponds frequently.

These ponds have been part of the ecosystem of the upper Cow Creek watershed for decades:

the larger pond for thirty-three years, and the two smaller ponds possibly closer to a hundred,
which you can confirm if you have access to US government maps. Removal of these ponds will
not only cause heavier flooding downstream, erosion and damage to streambeds, but also a total
lack of water in this entire area for wildlife — wildlife that has depended on us for decades — as
well as a loss of home for many species of birds and smaller animals. Please consider that there
is more at stake here than a ranch stock pond when you decide whether or not to remove our
sources of income as well as displace all these local, wild animals.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this critical issue for the health and habitat of so many
native species.

Sin

W

Richard Roybal

aroe [[CO

Laura Roybal

P. O. Box 218

Pecos, NM, 87552
manzanarescreeklodge@gmail.com
505-490-2023

505-490-0119
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